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A bill for the relief of Wrn. E. Howth, and had concurred in 
the an:iendments <?f the IIouso to the bill concerning offences 
committed. by ncgroe:;. 

On motion of Mr. Tan·er the House adjourned until balf­
past 9 o'clock, to-morrow mo;ning. 

AusTI~, Tuesday, February 1, 1853. 

House met-roll called-qnorum pre:;ent. • • 
Ab,entcC:i: Mcss1'8. Bee, Bryan of Brazoria, Browder, Colea, 

Crockett, Edwards, Evnns of Aui;tin, !Iamilton, Hooker, How­
ard, .Tower:;, Neal, Neighbor:'!, Randolph, Rowe, Scott, Sims, 
Tankcr~ly and Titus. . 

PETITIO:XS. 
Mr. Doom presented the petition of James A. and Dicy 

Cmi~c. pray in~. relief; rdcrred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims, ;;o. ~ . 

.Mr. Stapp prcscntc'd the petition of John Mills, praying re­
lief; referred to committee on .l'rin\te Land Cl:ums, No. 2. 

Mr. Throckmorton presented the memorial of sundry medi­
cal gentlemen, prayinr- tho incorporation of the "Texas Medi­
cal Association;" rolurrctl to a Select committee composed of 
·~fo-~re. Throckmorton, .Tuwer.-1 and Tavlor of Harrison. 

Mr. Palmer proscntccl tht1 petitions of ,John Carr and .Tesse 
(1. Pholon; rcfcrrecl to the committee on Prirnt'e Land Claims, 
~o. 2. 

REPOlffS OF STA~ DING COMMITrEES. 
The committee on t110 ,J n<liciary made the following report: 

Co:1u.1rrrec Roo:.r, February 1, 1853. 
To tho lion. Jhvm C. D1axsoN, 

Speaker qf tlis llouse of RepescntativlB: 
Tho committee on the J m.licinry, to whom was referred a 

bill to be entitled nn net to enable Fisher & Miller to perfect 
titles to -the land for which certificates ha\·e been issued to 
them, within tho limits of Fisher & :\tiller's Colony, have con­
sidered the same, nnd a majority of the committee have in­
structed me to report the bill lmck to the House and recommend 
its pas arre. All of w!iich is respectfully submitted. 

c B. E. T.\..RVER, Chairman. 
The c<Jmmittcc on Finance mad\! tho following rl!pol't: 

24 



218 

CoMMrrrEE RooM, January 31, 1853. 
To tho Ilon. DAVID C. D1cKsoN, 

S.pcal.:cr qf thf }f()UPe qf Representatives: 
Tho committee on Finance, to whom was reforretl a 'Lill to be 

entitled an net supplc111entary to an act entitled an net to pro­
vide for th<r erection of u :::itate Capitol, find on examination 
that tho additii:1ual snm of Hl't,Y tlwu~and dollars is necessary 
tu the coll1pktion uf the Capitol, in the style in which it has 
thus far been lrnilt. Jn onlcr to finish the lmildin~ in a suita­
ble manner, tho blank:> in tho bill slionld be :fillcu with fifty 
thousand dollars. .AJl•ot which is rcspectfnlh· reported. 

GUY M. BltY.A.N, Chairman. 
Tho committee on Public Land::; mac.le tho following re1iort: 

To tho lion. D. C. DrcKso~, 
Sp·al.·a f!t' tlw IIousc of R1prtse11tath·e.v : 

Tho committee 011 Puulic Laml~. to whom was re-referred a 
l>ill to be entitled an act to defiue the boundary lines of Bexar, 
Milam and F~rnnin Lane.I Dit:lrict,;, hnn~ had the same under 
consitlcrntinn, and han~ instructed mo to report the accom1ia­
nying substitute for tho original bill am! recommend its pas-
sarrc. W. Jt'. EY A~S, Chairman. 

llcport, bill nntl suustitnlo rcccir\'!tl tu come up in their or­
der. 

Mr. Throckmorton mored to suspend tho ru};} in order that 
tho bill mi~ht .he further consitlerctl ; carried. 

Tho eub~titntc was then read. when :.\!r. Tnvlor of Fannin 
offored the following amen<l111c11t: • 

A<l<l. "that all tlint portion of T~xna lying north of Red 
Hi rnr he, and the sa111e is hereby attached tu anti made a part 
of the Fannin Laud District." 

l\lr. Neighbv1-i; mo,·ed to lay the amendment on the ta.blc; 
lost. 

On motiu11 of :Mr. Taylor of I•,anni11, the bill and arneud­
ment were Jaicl 011 the table. 

The committee on Claims am! Accounts rnado the following 
report: 

Ck>m1rITI:E RooM, January :n, 1853. 
Hon. DAVID C. D1mrnoi", 

Spcal.w of the Iloust1 ef Represe-ntativcs·: 
Tho committee on Clnims nn<l Acconnt81 to wlwm wns re­

ferred a bill for tho relief of Hobert Fry and Lodowick Fry,. 
also, the petition of Dr. L. ll. W. Johnson, and the petition ot 
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Caesar Monod, and a bill for the relief of William Smith a.tid 
the petition of Leander Westcott, all of \vhich upon exaniin. 
tion, find to be claims against tho late Republic of Texas, and 
have not been presented to tho auditorial board. They think 
they should no~ g~an~ the relief ask~l for, without a repeal of 
the statute of 1tm1tat1on. The comm1ttcc, therefore, direct me 
to report the same back to the Ilouse, and nsk to be discluu·ged 
from the further consi<lerntion of the same; which is rcspcet-
fully submitted. , J. WH.EN, Chairman. 

The committee on Pri,,nto Land Claims, No. 1, made tho 
following report : 

Co:mnITE•; RooJ1r, February 1, 1853. 
'l'o the lion. D.\TID C. DrcxsoN, 

8pl'a1.'<!r of tlie llouse of Rcprcsentatfres : 
The committee on Private Land ClaimA, No. 1, to whom 

was referred the petition of tl1c l1cirs of Christopher Znmault, 
dP.ccased, hn,·c ha<l the sarue nuder consideration, and from 
the proof it appears that Christopher Zunrnnlt emigrated to 
Texas in tho year 1827 ; that Le atlcrwar<ls died without re­
cei ving the quantum of land to which he was entitled, and it 
is further shown that his heirs hnYe ne,·cr received any land. 
I am, therefore, instri,1Cted by the committee to report the fo}. 
lowing bill and recommend its par,sage. 

H. 11. LAWSON, Ohainnan. 
Report and bill received to come np in their order. . 
The committee on Internal Improvements mnde the follow-

ing report : · 
OoMMn'TEI<: IlooY, February 1, 1853. 

lion. D. C. D1c.KtlON, 
Rpeak. 1• of the Ilouse of Representatives: 

.A majority of the eommittce on Internal Improvements, t~ 
whom was rererrcd .:t hill from the ~cuntu making an appropri­
ation for the i111pronm1ent of the rivera of the State, do no~ 
think proper to object to submit such a bill to a vote of the 
people. nud r am, therefore, instructed to report the same back 
to the Honse and recommend its pn~sagc. 

JOSEPH '£AYLOR, Chairman. 
The committee on Prirnte Land Claims, No. 2, made the 

following report: ' 
. Hon. D.&110 C. DrcKSo~. 

~aker of th Jlmue of Represaitativu : 
Your committee on Private Land Claims, No. 2, tG whom 
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wer~ referred the scvernl petitions of Alph. D. X cill, William 
Roberts an<l John W. ~fcKinncy, J>rayinf? n heaclright of 320 
acres of land each, ha\'c had the snmo under consi<lcration and 
from the information embraced in their own petitions, it i~ evi­
dent that they nre not entitled, under the law of 1839, to the 
land for which they apply. The 11ctition of Alphcu:; D. Neill 
shows him, in tho year 1842, (when the law of 1830 expired by 
its own Jimitatio11), to have been only fil~een years of age; that 
of Williiun Roberts, that ho was only fourteen years, and that 
of John W. McKinney: that he was only thirteen years of age. 
None of them having attaine<l tho nge of seventeen years pre· 
vi(>us to the expiration of the law of 1830 aforesaid, the evi­
dence is conclusi \"e that they arc not cntitlc<l to land. The 
committee have, therefore, informed me to report unfavorably 
upon each and severally their claims, an<l a.~k to be discharged 
from the further consi<lcration of the same. 

N. ll. CHARLTON, Chairman. 
The committee 011 Pnblic Lands made tho following report : 

To the Hon. D. C. DrcKRoN, · 
Speal • .-er of the llouse of Representatives: 

Tho committee on Public J,ands, to whom was referred a 
bill authorizing District Surveyors to nf1point deputies, have 
bad tho same under consideration, and iave instrncted me to 
report tho bill back to tho Ho111>c, without amendments, and 
recommend its passage. W. F. EVANS, Chairman. 

Tho committee on Enrolled Bills made the following report: 

To the lion. D. 0. D1cxsoN, 
February 1, 1853. 

Speal.:cr ef tl18 llousc of R1pre.senUiti'IJ(!s : 
The committee on .Enrolled Dills instruct mo to report to the 

House, that an net to incorpornto and establish St. Paul's Col­
l~gc, with th? signatures of the Spcnkcr and President ?f t~e 
Senate, was, on the 31st January, 1853, presented to His Ex­
cellency, the Governor, for his appro,·nl. 

.UENJ. F. TANKERSLY. 
BILLS AND UESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. Hord introduced a bill to rc..,ulato the election of Dis­
trict Surveyors ; rend first time. 

0 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, the rulo rcgulntina the aeneral or- • 
der of business was suspended, bill rend s~cond 

0

time and 
ordered to be engrossed. 
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On motion of Mr. Hord, the mle was further suspended bill 
read third time and passed. ' 

Mr. D~inlap introduced :i joint resolution relative to a further 
treaty mth the Repnblic of Mexico ; read first time. 

On motion, the rule was suspended, resolution read second 
time and refcrr.:::d to the committee on State Affairs. · 

On motion of Mr. Scott, tho bill reluth·e to certain special 
liabilities reported by the Auditor and Comptroller, and con­
firmed by the Legislature, was taken up; rctt<l third time and 
passed. 

The committee on Engrossed Bills reported that they had 
examined and found correctly cn.,.ro;;scd, a bill to incorporate 
the Victoria and Indianola Plank 

0
and Turnpike Road Compa­

ny; a bill to g ive certain criminal and civil jurisdiction to the 
mayor of the town of \\T ashington. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
Ilouse that the Senate had passed a joint resolution proposing 
an amendment to the Constitution, and had concurre9in the 
amendment of the House to adjourn r.inc die on .Monaay, the 
7th instant. 

On motion C1f Mr. IIood, the rule was suspended, and a bill 
to establish the New Orleans, Texas and Pacific Railroad Com­
pany, for the extension of the New Orleans and Great Western 
Railroad through Texas, was taken up and read. 

When Mr. Doom proposed the following amendment: 
Additional section-" Provided said railroad shall not cross 

Sabine river within the following limits: between 30 deg. 30 
min., and 32 deg. 30 min., and that said charter shall in no 
wise conflict or interfere with a charter granted at the last ses­
sion of the legislature, known as the New Orleans, Texas and 
Pacific Railw~y Company;approved Fob. 16, 1852." 

Mr. Pollock proposed the following as a substitute for Mr. 
Doom's amendment: 

Insert after the word "river," in 3d line, second section:­
"at the most practicable point on said river, between 30 deg. 
80 min., and 32 deg. 10 min., north latitude." 

On motion of Mr. A. J. Hood, the bill and amendments were 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. Lawson moved the reconsideration of the vote taken on 
yesterday, r~jccting tpe bill for the relief of John Sise and 
others therein named ; carried. 

On motion of Mr. Lawson, the bill was re-referred to the 
committee on Private Land Claims, No. 2. 

Mr. Browder moved to take up a bill to authorize. the county 
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court of El Paso county to appoint the place of holdiua Dis­
trict Courts in said county, and defining the time of h~ldina 
the District Courts iu tbo eleventh judicial district, approve~ 
Decembel' 24, 1851; carried, and bill read. 

On motion, tho ntle was suspended, bill read third time and 
passed. 

Mr. Stapp introduced a bill to be entitled an act for the re­
lief of actual scttler'S on St. Joseph's Island ; bill read first 
time. 

On motion of 1Il'. Stapp, rule suspended, bill read second 
time; and on motion of Mr. Scott, referred to Judiciary com­
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the IIonso proceeded to tho consid­
eration of thu business on the Spcaker'6 table, and to the 

ORDERS OF TilE DAY. 
A bill to provide for t11e investment of the special school 

fund · the bonds of the mil road companies incorporated by 
the State, not lul\'ing been disposed of when the Ilouse ad­
journed on yesterday, ugnin came up for conside1·ntion. 

Question pending 011 l\f r. Ila.rtley'a substitute for Mr. Tar­
ver's amendment, upon which tho yeas and nays were taken 
and stood th us : 

YEAS-.Mcssio. Speaker, Boo, Camp, Cannon, Charlton, 
Crabb, Da.gp;ett, E<lwanl~, Evans of B., Evans of P., Evans.of 
A., Fields, Flanagan, lla1'tley, llnrdoman of 0., A. J. Hood, 
Jo,vers, Lawson, Mabry, Miwcrick, McDade, l\lcFarlnnd, 
Neighbors, Pnlmcr, Pvllock, Hains, Randolph, Heicl. Hossy, 
Rowe, Scott, Speight~, Stapp, Taylor of II., 'Iholllson, Throck­
morton and Tnrner-37. 

NAYt>-Mcss1·s. Andrew:::, Brynn of B., Browder, Crockett, 
Doom, Dunlap, Ila.milton, lfardcmnn of N., Hooker, Hord, 
Neal, Patrick, Hnnnels, Sims, Ste\rnrt, Tanker:;ly, Tarver. 
Taylor of F. and Whitc-19. 

So the amendmeut was ncloptod. 
The amendment as substituted was then adopte<l. 
When Mr. Pnlmer propoced the following n.mendrnent: 
Add at the encl of tenth section-" or said road may, if ne­

cessary, by the Governol' be sold and pnrchnsed for the satis­
faction of said interest, as provided in the 11th and 12th sec· 
tions of this act." · 

Mr. McFarland offered the following as a substitute for Mr. 
Palmer's amendment: 

Strike out of the 10th section all after the second line, and 
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insert: "the principal oi snid bond or bonds shall become im­
mediately doe, and such proceedings had thereon as ia hereafter 
provi<led for." 

Pending these amendments, on motion of Mr. Hamilton, the 
House adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M. 

Tur.EE O'Cr.ocK, P. :M. 
House met-rolled callecl-qnon1m presen~. 
A bill to pro\·icle for the in vestment of the special school 

fund in the honcls of railroad companies incorporu.ted by the 
State~ still being under eonsidemtion. 

QuestionJlending on Mr. ~el~arland'e substitute for Mr. Pal­
mer's amen ment. 

Mr. Palmer accepted the snbotitute of Mr. McFar1nnd for 
his amendment. 

On motion of ~Ir. Hamiltrm, a call of the Honse was ordered 
and mnde, and the Sergeant at-.Arms despatched for absentees. 

Sundry motions were made to suspend the call, and refused . 
.After which, on inotion, tho call was suspended. 
The question then recurring on the adoption of the amend­

ment~ substituted, was put and carried. 
l\b. Palmer then proposed the following amendment: 
Strike out section 15, and in its place insert-" That the Gov­

ernor of the State shall cause this law to bo published in at 
least one of the public prints of the Stntc, for three montha be­
fore tho next gen oral election of representatives, and to be suli­
mitted at sai<f election to tho people for their rejection or adop­
tion ; and it shall be the duty ot the returning officer$, at the 
next general election, to open a. poll for the name:i of all those 
\'Oting for reprcsentati ves who vote on this act, and retnrn the 
same as otbe1· election retul'Jls; and those casting their votes 
"for i1we;;tmcnt of special school fund," .shall be ~01111ted JI.II 
votin"' for this act, and those ca~ting their votes "against in­
vcstn~ent of special school fund," as \'uting against it; and if 
upon the return of' said votes jt shall appear that a majority of 
all the 'lualificcl electors voting upon this act have voted in fa­
vor of it, tho same shall become a Jaw and take effect, and be 
in force from and after its acceptance by the people.'' · 

On motion, a call of the House was ordered and mnde. 
On motion, the call was suspended. 
~fr. Fields proposed the following as a. substitute for the 

amendment offered by Mr. Palmer: 
Strike out section 15, and insert: " Sec. 15. This act ehall be 

submitted to a. direct vote of the people, and shall only have 
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force and effect when a majorit_v· of tho votes cast at some oen­
eral election shall bo g i,·en in fiwor thereof. To test the s~nse 
of the people on this suhjcct, it shall be the duty of the Gov­
ernor to order an election to be held thereon, on the first Mon­
day in August, 1853, when it shall ue the privilege of each 
and every voter to WJ"ite upon Lis bnllot his apprornl or disap­
proval of the law loaning two millions of dollars to railroad 
companies, by saying " for the loan," or · u ngaiust the loan" 
or some words of like import. The result shall be returned ~s 
other election returns, to the respective chit:1~justices, whose 
duty it shall be forthwith to make return thereof to the Secre­
tary of State, who shall, in presence of the Governor, on the 
sL'\'.tieth day after election, open, count and declare the vote.­
If a majority of the vot.es gi.'·en for Governor are in favor of 
the law, it shall take eflect from tho date of the Governor's 
proclamation announcing that fact." 

Accepted by Mr. Pal mer. 
A message was received from the Senate, infonning the 

House that tho Senate had passed a bill for the benefit of the 
heirs of II. P. Chamberlain, deceased, originating in the 
House ; 

.a. bill to authorize tho issuance of duplicate certificates of 
the Auditor and Comptroller of the State of Texas, with amend­
ments; 

A biJl for tlie relief of Andrew J. Walker; 
A bill supplementary to an act relating to land in Peters' 

Oolony, approved February 10, 1852; and, 
A bill to incorporate tho Trinity Turnpike Company, origin­

ating in that body. 
On motion of Mr. Throckmorton, the bill and amendmenta 

under consideration were made a special order of the day for 
11 o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

On motion of Mr. Tankersly, tho House adjourned until balf­
past 9 o'clock A. M., to-morrow. 

AusTIN, Wednesday, February 2, 1853. 
House met-roll called-quorum present. 
Absentees: .Messrs. Andrews, Boe, Camp, Crockett, Flana­

p:an, Hamilton, Ilnrtley, Howard, Neighbors, Patrick, Pollock, 
Reid, Rossy, Rowe, Thomson and Titus. 

PETITIONS. 
Mr. Neal presented the petition of John B. Houghtaling, 

11.nd, on motion, referred to tho committee on Public Debt. 


